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Chairperson’s Comments
To all Hurworth 
Residents
We are very lucky to live in 
a village with such a great 
community spirit and 
nothing more epitomizes 
this than the hugely 

successful Hurworth Country Fair held on 
Saturday 15th September. A massive thank 
you to all the volunteers who were on the 
committee for this event, especially to Peter 
and Val Allan who were founder members 
and, after eight years of organising the event, 
they have decided to call it a day. Peter 
was recently awarded the great honour of 
“Citizen of the year for Darlington 2018” for 
all the charitable work he carries out in our 
village, so big congratulations to Peter on that 
massive achievement.

About a third of you took the time to fi ll out 
the questionnaire for the Neighbourhood 
Plan. After months of hard work by many 
people this information you provided has 
been processed and the draft plan is fi nally 
complete and includes the Housing Needs 
Assessment. There are too many people to 
thank for their input into the different parts of 
this document but I believe a big thank you 
is in order to Mr Nigel Goddard who spent 
hours putting the draft document together. 
The process does not end there though:

• The document is next sent to DBC for 
Environmental Validation and a Planning 
Assessment.

• After that each residence in the village will 
receive a small brochure whereby you will 
have 6 weeks to comment on the plan.

• Hurworth Parish Council will then hold 
a public meeting where people can ask 
questions and make further comments.

• Any changes would then be made and 
the document will be sent to DBC for fi nal 
submission.

• DBC would then conduct a referendum 
in Hurworth where you vote either ‘yes’ to 

accept the document or ‘no’ to reject it.

As you can see the bureaucracy involved is 
immense and just a sign of the times but, 
once we have jumped through all the hoops 
and the document is accepted it cannot be 
ignored. This will hopefully mean DBC will 
have to listen to the views of the residents.

Whilst I am on the subject of DBC having 
no regard for the views of our residents I 
move on to the very controversial Bellway 
site, after which another application went in 
very rapidly for about another 100 houses 
by Miller Homes. Needless to say Darlington 
Borough Council passed this without issue 
even though we all know that Roundhill Road 
is dangerous and unsuitable for even more 
traffi c and the bottlenecks at The Spar shop 
will surely get much worse.  

Onto a more positive subject the newly 
formed Hurworth & Croft Sports association 
(HACSA) have worked wonders on the old 
Priory Sports Field. I mentioned it in my last 
address the amount of time and effort that 
has gone into turning it into what it is today. 

Hurworth now has junior football teams that 
play their home games on that fi eld. If you 
have nothing better to do please come and 
support these young boys and girls on a 
weekend, not only are they keen but they are 
very good too. 

The next Parish Chronicle will be before the 
elections in May 2019. We will be losing 
some quality councillors next year and it 
is imperative for the village that they are 
replaced with quality proactive individuals 
who have the time, ability & inclination to do 
a fantastic job.

If you are interested in becoming a Parish 
Councillor next May and would like information 
on what is involved, please contact:

enquiries@hurworthparishcouncil.org.uk

Kind Regards

Paul Walters  
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N.G.S. OPEN GARDEN SCHEME
On Saturday 30th June seven 
gardens around the Green 
opened as part of The National 
Garden Scheme, with all entrance 
proceeds going to a range of 
Charities including, Marie Curie 
and McMillan Cancer Support.
Supporting the event were Hurworth 
Brass Band and teas were provided by the 
Village Hall. There was also a selection of 
classic cars on show.

The day was one of glorious sunshine 
and more than 500 people enjoyed the 
varied gardens, the music, the cars and of 
course the teas.

£2660 was raised for the NGS charities 
with the Village Hall charities benefiting 
from the money raised from the teas.
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HURWORTH SCARECROW FESTIVAL 2018
On the 7th July 2018 Hurworth 
hosted its first ever Scarecrow 
Festival and it was a massive 
success. 
Over 70 Scarecrows were displayed 
throughout the day with over 200 people 
strolling through the village enjoying a 
family friendly day out.

The Village Hall was the starting point 
where visitors were offered Bacon 
Sandwiches, teas and coffees while 
picking up the trail and planning their 
route around the village.

The event spanned the whole village with 
so many fabulous Scarecrows to see. 
Once everyone had a chance to walk 
around the village we all congregated 
at The Grange to hear the winners being 
announced. It was beautiful sunny day and 
the buzz around the village was amazing.

There was a chance for anyone to vote if 
they saw all the entries but the principle 
judges were the Beavers, Brownies, 
Guides and Scouts. Both the leaders and 
all the kids worked very hard to ensure 
they saw every scarecrow and voted for 
their favorite. It was a tough job with so 
many great ideas and hard work put in by 
everyone who participated. 

The 2018 winner was EPICH who did an 
amazing job of educating us on how to 
watch out and keep safe Hedgehogs 
in their area with 2 wonderful hedgehog 
scarecrows.

Second place was a celebration of 70 
Years of the N.H.S. Along with some 
fantastic scarecrows they also displayed 
some original items from the first Hurworth 
doctor’s surgery and some interesting 
facts about the N.H.S. over the years. 

Third place went to 
The Jamaican Bob 
Sleigh display, such 
a lot of effort put in 
and great fun.

 Everyone received a 
prize and a rosette 

along with a certificate for the winner.

There were such good entries and it 
must have been very hard to pick the 
winners, other favorites were Paddington 
sitting on a bench with some marmalade 
sandwiches, A wolf climbing a ladder to 
get to the 3 little pigs, Mary Poppins flying 
with her umbrella, a fantastic fairy on a 
toadstool, Maleficent and even the Mad 
hatter tea party. There was so many more 
and if anyone would like to see the photos 
of all the entries they are hosted on the 
official Facebook page, just search for 
Hurworth Scarecrow Festival 2018.

Plenty of time to plan for your next 
scarecrow idea! 2019 is shaping up to be 
even bigger.

Many thanks to Bree Stamp for organizing 
this excellent event.



Hurworth Parish Chronicle

4

EPICH 2018 Projects “Giving nature a home.”
In 2017 Aylesbury District Council, 
Barratt Developments and the RSPB 
got together to agree and plan an 
environmentally/wildlife friendly 
development. According to Barratt this 
has proved to be a win-win; wildlife 
benefits, and customers benefit.

Some of the features built into the 
development were; hedgehog 
highways, bat boxes and house martin 
cups on houses, swift boxes built into 
homes, permeable paving, 60% green 
space excluding gardens, cycle routes 
and footpaths through these spaces, 
wildflower meadows, verges and 
orchards, plus many other features.

EPICH has now picked up these ideas 
and presented them to HPC, DBC, 
Bellway and Miller Homes, the latter two 
being Hurworth developers on Roundhill 
Road. There has been a positive 
response from both developers. Even 
though the Bellway development is well 
underway it is hoped that they can adopt 
some of the wildlife friendly features 
suggested.

Miller Homes have already provided 
EPICH with their ideas in which the 
landscaping has the potential of 
encouraging wildlife into their Hurworth 

development.

“Incorporation of wildlife corridors to aid 
movement of insects and animals across 
the site

• Corridor of woodland in the north

Species including silver birch, crab 
apple, wild cherry, common alder, 
aspen, mountain ash and hawthorn 
amongst others make up a diverse 
native species range to enhance the 
woodland habitat.

• Retaining existing hedgerows

The existing hedgerows along the 
western boundary have been retained 
as much as possible and increased in 
areas with native hedge species such 
as hawthorn to minimise any adverse 
impacts on the established vegetation 
along this boundary. This corridor is 
also home to proposed wildflower 
meadows and flowering shrubs to 
encourage invertebrates.

• Public open space

The aim will be to retain and manage 
the existing grassland within the 
floodplain to the east. This large area 
of open space will provide additional 
pockets of scrub and species rich 
grassland, planted intermittently with 

EPICH
(Eco People In Croft and Hurworth, pronounced EPIC) www.epich.org.uk
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native trees. These vary in size and 
aspect to create a diversity of habitats 
for invertebrates, whilst also offering 
green links to invertebrates to the 
wooded corridor to the north.

• Sustainable urban drainage
A large SuDS basin planted with 
various species of native trees 
and pockets of scrub, plus a large 
open area of meadow grassland to 
encourage invertebrates whilst retain 
the open fi eld character in the east.

• Planting for wildlife
Hedges along the streets alternate 
native species to provide diversity as 
well as street character
A diversity of street trees provides 
fl owering and berry producing species 
to encourage birds and invertebrates
A selection of shrubs including many 
native, fl owering and berry producing 
species have been chosen for front 
gardens and as a border for public 
open spaces

• Retain existing barn owl habitat 
On the whole, the development seeks 
to retain the openness in the west 
and the existing fi eld boundary in 
the east whilst proposes a signifi cant 
wooded corridor to the north. Of the 
19 specimen tree species, only 3 are 
non-native and these are only selected 
due to the available root space 
in the streetscape. The proposed 
woodland and scrub is entirely native. 
Wherever feasible, hedges are native, 
particularly in the open space and an 
abundance of fl ora is proposed with 
areas of species rich meadow.”

EPICH also submitted their 
recommendations about wildlife friendly 
features being included in housing 
developments to the DBC Draft Local 
Plan from both the Open Spaces and 
Environmental perspective. 
I believe in the free ‘One Darlington’ 
magazine which we all get, on page 4 ‘A 
greener Darlington’ DBC are pledging to 
put bat & bird boxes on all new housing 
developments.
Our Hedgehog Highways project is well 
underway with posters distributed to 
visitors during the Scarecrow Festival 
(which we won with our entry, “A match 
made in Hurworth”) and with hedgehog 
welfare in mind, laminated posters 
have been placed on allotment notice 
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boards about the harm that slug pellets 
can do to species like hedgehogs and 
to encourage the use of organic pellets. 
We are also hoping to link gardens by 
creating hedgehog highways. Why don’t 
you get together with your neighbours to 
cut a 13cm x 13cm hole(5in) hole in your 
fence or dig a channel beneath garden 
boundaries to connect your gardens. 
You can then add your hedgehog hole to 
the national network at Hedgehog Street 
and also our EPICH Facebook page.
We have met with Durham Wildlife 
Trust to discuss the possibility of 
arranging talks at our local schools 
about providing hedgehogs with the 
environment they need and also ways 
in which they can help with conducting 
a wildlife survey within the Parish.

EPICH has also initiated a further project 
to immediately benefit swifts in the 
parish. Swifts are in grave danger, their 
numbers having reduced nationally 
over the last few years by 47%. There 
were once a lot of swifts in and around 
Hurworth, now hardly any at all, with 
only two spotted this year. 
To try and combat this trend EPICH 
have bought fifteen swift boxes from the 
RSPB which we are selling at half price, 
£30 reduced to £15. Fifteen boxes are 
now available, more can be obtained. 

All that is needed is a north/east facing 
wall and the ability to mount the box at 
least 5m high with clear access. Swifts 
can travel at 111.6 km/h, spend 97% of 
their lives in the air, even mating, and 
create little or no residual mess because 
of this. More details can be found on the 
EPICH web site www.epich.org.uk and 
on our Facebook page.

EPICH Around the village
EPICH were asked to organise planters 
underneath the three HPC notice 
boards situated at the entrances of the 
village. Once the planters were made 
and put into place they were then 
filled with geraniums. HPC and EPICH 
shared the cost of materials and EPICH 
members volunteered to water the 
planters. Feedback from residents was 
positive so the theft of the geraniums 
from the planter near the Neasham end 
of the village was very disappointing. 
More planters were requested for the 
entrance of the Village Hall.

EPICH Grange projects
EPICH volunteers have strimmed and 
cleared the wildflower meadow. It will need 
a second cut and then we are hoping 
to find a local farmer who has a power 
harrow to give the area a deeper rake so 
new wildflower seeds can be sown. 

EPICH Beekeeping
Our apiary had a routine inspection by 
the Regional Bee Inspector. He was 
very impressed with the setting and 
confirmed that the bees were healthy.
Our delicious honey was soon snapped 
up when it went on sale at the Country 
Fair.
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EPICH Bulb planting.
Our Autumn bulb planting projects will soon 
be adding extra Spring colour to areas 
around the village. If you are aware of any 
suitable places for planting please let us 
know.

We are delighted that due to our raised 
profile several members of our community 
have expressed an interest in helping out in 
a variety of ways. This is greatly appreciated 

as it not only increases our numbers but also 

our skill base. We look forward to working 
with them on our projects.

If you are at all interested in learning more 
about our work or helping in any way, 
please contact our secretary Judith Redfern 
on info@epich.org.uk or follow us on 
Facebook.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR WORK BY VOLUNTEERING TO HELP 

EPICH would like to thank HPC and HCA for their continued support.

Wilma Campbell
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Archeological Investigations on the Bellway 
Hurworth Gardens Site Roundhill Road

On Friday 14th September a group of Parish 
Councilors were invited to join a guided 
tour of the archaeological excavations 
which have been carried out over the past 
seven months on the Bellway Hurworth 
Gardens development site. The work which 
has been carried out by Durham University 
Archeological Services has been funded by 
Bellway Homes. Our guide for the afternoon 
was Laura from D.U.A.S. who gave a very 
enthusiastic tour of the more interesting 
discoveries made over the past months.  
The excavations which have yet to be fully 
documented suggest Iron Age/Roman 
occupation of the site (Iron Age c.800 BC - 
43 AD, Roman Occupation 43 AD – 410 AD)

The image above shows a shallow well which 
had been excavated by Laura herself. The 
layers of sediment from the bottom of the 
well have been sent to Durham University for 
analysis. A Trumpet Broach, a pit tomb (with 
no body), a juvenile full skeleton, a kiln and a 
human long bone were also found near the 

well. Iron Age artefacts have been unearthed 
but not in large quantities suggesting that the 
site may have been deserted at some stage 
or the artefacts destroyed by agricultural 
activities such as ploughing.

There is also evidence of Iron Age Huts. 
The excavation shown below was that of a 
large building, most certainly of wooden 
construction. Large post holes with stone 
reinforcements are clearly visible, the size 
of the holes suggesting that the posts were 
supporting heavy clay tiled roof structure.

The picture on 
the right shows 
one of the large 
post holes. The 
theory of a tiled 
roof is supported 
by the discovery 
of a Kiln close 
to the hut. The 
Kiln excavation 
is probably the 
most impressive 
feature of the site.
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The image above shows the base of the 
Kiln, a fire would have been lit between the 
large stones with pots or tiles place on top 
for firing. The artist’s impression on the right 
shows the process in action. It is thought 
that the building had served an industrial/
agricultural, rather than residential purpose, 
possibly supporting some nearby Roman 
settlement.

The only “Trophy” discovery made at the site 
was that of a Copper Alloy Trumpet Brooch 
thought to be from the 1st or 2nd Century AD.

 Some examples of pottery discovered by the 
excavation work are shown below:

 
 
 

Fragments of jars thought to be for food 
storage and cooking.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fragments of clay roof tiles excavated from 
the area close to the kiln again support the 
idea that the larger building did have a tiled 
roof.

Once the excavation has been fully 
documented the site will be lost as the 
building work progresses. It is hoped that 
it may be possible to relocate some of the 
more interesting excavations to The Grange, 
in order to form a permanent display of life in 
the Iron Age Hurworth community.
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The story so far:
About a year ago, Kelvin Russell and a 
group of like -minded friends wanted 
to have access to improved sporting 
facilities which could be used by 
the youngsters in our village. They 
saw the potential of the overgrown 
and vandalised Sports field just off 
Sycamore Drive which belongs to the 
Priory School. With a view to using 
this land to provide a usable sporting 
venue negotiations began and a 
3-year lease was agreed.
Then the hard work started! The first 
task was to cut and bale the long 
grass and weeds on the site. Spraying 
with “Round up” quickly followed. 
Since little could be done to the land 
over the winter months, during this 
waiting game the team, including 
Mark Middlemiss, managed to gather 
together some useful equipment 
including a mower and a large field 
roller.
During the Spring of 2018 an Open 
Day was held on site with a view to get 

the pitch into such a state that it could 
be used and clearing rubbish from 
around and inside the old Pavilion. 
It was a great day with lots of willing 
volunteers, spurred on by the special, 
delicious home-made sausage rolls 
which had been provided!
David Wood installed a new toilet 
and sink in the Pavilion to replace the 
vandalised ones. 
Then work started on the first pitch. 
The “Round Up” having done what 
it said on the tin, the area was 
levelled and new seed provided 
by Middlesbrogh F.C. was drilled, 
followed by hours putting up flags to 
deter the pigeons and rabbits from 
feasting on the seed. The grass came 
through very quickly and within 4 
weeks the grass was being cut on a 
regular basis.
Hurworth Parish Council and the 
Rogers Trust both very generously 
donated money which was used 
to purchase goal posts and other 
equipment.

HACSA-HURWORTH AND CROFT 
SPORTS ASSOCIATION
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Andy Metcalf and his co-workers from 
Lloyds Bank organised a community 
day which resulted in the interior of 
the Pavilion being painted.
Argie Ward then approached the 
team regarding a proposed charity 
game in aid of his friend, Geoff. This 
prompted a huge response which 
culminated in a 9 a side tournament! 
Sponsor boards were organised and 
a kitchen was put in place (thanks to 
a sizeable donation from Bellway). On 
the day there were some great games 
and team Albion triumphed.
Since then, 60 or more aspiring 
youngsters train every Friday for 
Hurworth Albion (the new football 
team set up by Kelvin in June 2017). 
They will be playing from the HACSA 
field on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Everyone is invited to watch these 
talented youngsters- tea and coffee 
and snacks are available to purchase 
to help support the team’s mission.

The latest news – work on the second 
pitch has just begun! Thanks go to all 
the volunteers who so readily give up 
their time to support this new venture 
as it goes from strength to strength 
and also to all those who have given 
financial support too.
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HURWORTH COUNTRY FAIR
Hurworth held its eighth 
Hurworth Country Fair at 
Hurworth Grange on 15th 
September, and from the 
comments received, this was 
probably the best yet. 
Top of the bill this year were the 3SiXTY 
Bicyclist Stunt Team, who have attained 
national acclaim, and set the standard 
of the day, with their daring activities, 
fortunately there were no accidents!

The Vikings returned for a second 
year, and visitors were able to visit their 
encampment, see how the Vikings 
used to live, cook and practice for 
battle. They performed enactments, 
and the younger generation had their 
opportunity to learn to fight the Viking 
way; many joined in.
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The Zetland Pony Club put on a 
display of horsemanship, with riders 
participating in competitive games and 
riding displays. For those who like to 
take to the saddle, there were donkeys 
to ride, so the children could have an 
escorted a ride through the nature 
reserve. 
The Fun Fair provided noise and 
activity, and for the brave the quad bikes 
provided on-board excitement, while for 
a quieter option children took a ride on 
the miniature railway. Visitors tested 
their strength and skill in the Open Welly 
Hoying Championships, and prizes 
were awarded to this year’s champions. 
Meanwhile there was ferret racing and a 
Football Challenge, as well as the ever-
loved Punch and Judy shows. On stage 
there was non-stop entertainment, with 
six dance troupes including the Born to 
Dance team, Hip-hop and line dancers, 
the ever-popular Irish Dancers and 
straight from the Edinburgh Fringe the 
beautiful Belly Dance Ensemble – what 
more could anybody want.
There was also the Aycliffe Brass Band 
and the Hurworth Ukulele Band to 
entertain you while had a burger and 
a drink for the ladies, there were over 
fifty trade and craft stalls, with many 
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bargains for their delight. Dog owners 
entered their pets in the Pet Show with 
lots of different fun classes to enter The 
main hall was dedicated to a fantastic 
array of craft, produce and photograph 
exhibits and the judges selected 
the winners of over seventy different 
classes. Dr Bagshaw presented cash 
prizes to all the winners, and once 
again, Peter Akers won the Champion 
of the Show, by collecting the most 
winning entries, well done Peter!
The organisers wish to express their 
thanks to the twenty sponsors who 
supported the Fair, most of whom had 
tents and displays at the event. Without 
their support, the Hurworth Country Fair 
could not be staged.
The organising Committee of the 2018 
Craft and Produce Show (aka Barbara, 
Brenda, Jean, Margaret, and Val) would 
like to give their thanks to the following 
people:
1. All who gave financial support which 
helped them to continue to give cash 
prizes to all   classes;
2. All those who acted as Judges and 
Stewards or helped with the mammoth 
tasks of setting everything up and 
helping to clear up afterwards;
3. All those who entered the classes 
and showed us what talented people 
live in and around Hurworth;
4. All who came to visit the Show in 
the Fletcher Hall and marvelled at what 
people had achieved and maybe vowed 
to ‘have a go’ themselves in 2019.
Without all of the above there would 
be no Show and that would be very 
disappointing.

The proceeds of the Fair are shared 
between Hurworth Community 
Association and St Teresa’s Hospice. 
The annual Country Fair has become 
a cornerstone event of our community; 
it involves many volunteers, who gladly 
give up their time, working together, 
generating fellowship, while raising 
funds which provide the long-term 
sustainability of the Community Centre. 
Long may it continue.
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Strait Lane Allotment Fun Day
On 25th August the 
allotment launched its 
first ever “Fun Day”. This 
was an opportunity for 
the allotment holders to 
present their produce 
and get to know each 
other. Holders cheerfully 
took part in displaying 
their best ‘Flowers, Fruit 
and Vegetables’. Judging 
was carried out by Dr. Ian 
Bagshaw and the Head 
Chef from The Otter and 
Fish in Hurworth. Prizes 
were given to the successful 
1st, 2nd and 3rd winners in 
each of three categories.
The allotment holders and 
visitors then enjoyed a 
buffet where laughter and 
conversation continued for 

a considerable time. It was 
a relaxing time for all who 
attended.
On behalf of the ‘Hurworth 
Allotments Committee’ I 
would like to thank all those 
who helped organize the 
event, in particular Bree 
Stamp, Joyce Wedge and 
Kathy Liddle, also the kind 
contribution provided by 
Hurworth Parish Council.
Following the success 
experienced by everyone 
on our first ‘Fun Day’ I would 
like to invite the community 
to join us in 2019.
Dave Crisp
Chairman, Hurworth 
Allotments.

DEFIBRILLATORS
Following requests made to the Parish Council two 
more defibrillators are to be installed in the village. 
One will be sited near to The Otter and Fish and 
the other next to The Comet in Hurworth Place.

The Hurworth Rogers Charitable Trust has kindly 
offered to fund the purchase of one device provided 
that the Parish Council agree to fund the second. 
The Parish Council have voted to proceed with 
the project and have been successful in obtaining 
partial grant funding for the second defibrillator. Both 
devices will be installed in the near future.
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Hurworth Parish Council 
Hurworth Grange Community Centre, 41, Hurworth Road, Hurworth 
Darlington DL2 2BN

For Parish Clerk - Peter Allan & Enquiries 
Phone 01325 722 171 E-mail: enquiries@hurworthparishcouncil.org.uk

Councillor’s Surgeries 
The Parish Councillor’s Surgery is held the first Thursday of the 
month at 6.30pm at The Grange unless notified otherwise.

Council Web Site; Hosts information about the council, its 
business and records of all its meetings. There is also a comments
section where ideas and opinions may be submitted.
  

Why not visit www.hurworthonline.com  

Hurworth Parish Council Members 

Cllr Paul Walters (Chair)

Cllr Margaret Williams  (Vice Chair)

Cllr Wilma Campbell 

Cllr Janine Forster

Cllr Peter Foster

Cllr Elaine Hedley

Cllr Richard Lawley

Cllr Middi Middlemiss

Cllr Dorothy Oughton

Cllr Jean Peacock

Cllr Nic Prior

Darlington Borough Councillors;

Joe Kelley 
2, Welbeck Cottages, Welbeck Street, Darlington, DL1 5EZ Liberal Democrat

Lorraine Tostevin
Stone Gables, Norton Back Road, Sadberge, DL2 1SO Conservative

16

Printed and published by Hurworth Parish Council, 41 Hurworth Road, Hurworth, Darlington. DL2 2BN.  Whilst every effort is made to 
ensure accuracy the publishers of the Hurworth Parish Chronicle cannot accept responsibility for the editorial opinions, statements and 
details provided by others for reproduction in this magazine.

Copse Haven, Roundhill Road, Hurworth. DL2 1QD

9 Friars Pardon, Hurworth, DL2 3EA

8. Lychgate, Hurworth, DL2 2AT

11 Church Row Hurworth DL2 2AQ

End View Cottage, Hurworth Moor. DL2 1QJ

43. Westfield Drive, Hurworth. DL2 2ET

18 Sanderson Road, Hurworth. DL2 2AU

The Old Kennels, Strait Lane, Hurworth Moor DL2 1QJ

43 Emerson Road, Hurworth  DL2 2AW

25 Belgrave Terrace, Hurworth Place. DL2 2DW

35 Sanderson Road, Hurworth, DL2 2AU

 


